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What’s New?  

·  Being a Model Communicator 

We are proud to announce the completion of an 
educational DVD produced by ComTEC:  
‘Being a Model Communicator’ .  
The DVD is aimed at parents, carers and support 
staff of children who use Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication (AAC).  
“Modelling is teaching by doing. It’s not about what 
the child is doing – it’s about what you are doing. 
The best way to teach someone to use AAC 
(Augmentative and Alternative Communication) is to 
model it to them constantly.” 

 

Being A Model Communicator provides an 
introduction to the process of modelling. It is 
intended as a tool for those supporting an 
AAC user.  
It is designed to be used in conjunction with 
therapists, teachers, parents and carers as 
part of a whole team approach. 

 

Copies of the DVD are now available. To order yours, contact Emma at 
ComTEC on Ph (03) 9362 6132. 

Cost :  $22 for an individual supporting an AAC user or  
 $44 if purchased by an organisation. 



 

 

·  ChatPC-Silk  is a hand-held dynamic screen speech 
generating device with both synthesised and digitised 
(recorded) speech capabilities. It comes standard with 
five different page sets designed to meet different 
user requirements in spelling, phrase- and word-
based communication. It contains Vocab Files (page 
sets) designed for children and adults using pre-
stored whole phrases; literate users who wish to type 
sentences; and users combining words into grammatically correct 
sentences. Keyboard layouts include QWERTY and ABC and these offer 
word and character prediction in the '+' models. 

For more details visit 
http://www.ilcaustralia.org.au/home/search4.asp?State=VIC&MC=61&MinC=4&Item=6504&page=5  

·  FL4SH Scanning Communicator is a 
symbol based recorded (digitised) speech 
electronic communication device that has 4 
messages per level. The keys on the 
FL4SH can be activated directly or by using 
switches and scanning. A total of 16 
minutes of messages can be recorded. 
Twelve overlays are provided which are 
automatically detected when they are 
placed in the device. An external switch can 
be used to record a sequence of messages. 

For more details visit 
http://www.ilcaustralia.org.au/home/search4.asp?State=VIC&MC=61&MinC=4&Item=6944&page=13  

·  WordTalk 4.2 :The latest version of WordTalk has been released. 
WordTalk is a free text-to-speech plugin for Windows versions of Microsoft 
Word.  WordTalk turns the Windows version of Microsoft Word into a 
talking word processor that highlights text as it is read.  It includes a talking 
spell checker, and it can be accessed either with a mouse via icons on a 
toolbar, or using keyboard shortcuts. 

For people with reading and writing difficulties, it 
can be very useful to reinforce text by hearing it 
read aloud. Text can be read continuously, by 
paragraph, sentence or individual word.  Any 
selected text can be read.  The user can choose 
from a range of preferred settings – colour of 
highlighting as text is read, reading rate and volume,  
and whether or not WordTalk will echo letters, 
words or sentences as they are typed. 

In the new version, there is the option of having words spoken when double-
clicked and to spell-check a word with a right-click. The user can now also 
save his or her settings, as well as convert the text of a Word document into a 
sound file. For further information or to download WordTalk go to: 
http://www.wordtalk.org.uk/Home/



 

 

 

Upcoming events 

·  Two day seminar: Augmentative & Alternative Communication in 
Health Care Settings: Supporting Patients from Intensive Care Units 
into the Community. 

Presented by Melanie Fried-Oken, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

When? 15th & 16th October 2009  
Where? Darebin Arts Centre – Melbourne 

This seminar is being hosted in Victoria by the Scope Communication 
Resource Centre (http://www.scopevic.org.au/therapy_crc.html) in conjunction 
with AGOSCI, as part of Dr Fried-Oken’s national tour. Please contact the 
CRC (crc@scopevic.org.au)  for further information, registration details or 
sessions in other states. 
 

·  Pragmatic Organisation Dynamic Display (PODD) Intro ductory 
Workshop  - Creative and practical solutions will be demonstrated 
through videos and case examples. Participants will have the 
opportunity for hands on supported practice using PODD 
communication books. This workshop will be of interest to speech 
pathologists, occupational therapists and teachers working with 
children who have complex communication needs. 

 
Presented by Gayle Porter, Helen Tainsh, Melissa Riepsamen 
Two-Day Workshop  
Friday 6th & Saturday 7th November 2009 
8.30am registration for 9.00am start to 4.30pm  
Cost: $440 includes GST & lunch.  
 
To register by 23rd October contact: 
Chris Richardson, chris.richardson@cpec.com.au, Phone: (03) 9560 0700   
 

·  ComTEC Education Program:  Multiple sessions of the following 
workshops are being held in 2009: 

-  introduction to Clicker 5 
-  speech generating devices: an overview of devices using either 

spelling or symbols 
-  Windows XP accessibility 
-  specialised mouse and keyboard options 

Visit our website: http://www.yooralla.com.au/comtec.php#training for dates 
and further information. 

 
ComTEC News 

·  Feedback from August Mounting workshop 

In response to requests from therapists working in the community, ComTEC 
held a workshop on mounting speech generating devices. Experience and 
conversations with our service users indicated that mounting is perceived to 
be a difficult area of equipment prescription. Reasons cited included the need 
to have equipment on hand with which to practice, the infrequency of 
opportunities to mount, lack of familiarity with available options, how 



 

 

customisation fits into the mounting process, and what might represent best 
practice around risk assessment and management.  
 

Mounting 101 was developed by 
ComTEC to address these concerns 
and demystify mounting. Under a 
competency based framework, similar 
to that used by ILC Ed, Level 1 and 
2 workshops were devised for the 
absolute beginner, as well as those 
with some mounting experience.  
 
The 9 attendees were occupational 
therapists and speech therapists from 

a variety of backgrounds including specialist schools and other organisations 
in the community.  

Preparation for the ½ day workshop included familiarisation with both the 
DAESSY website and the WRAMP (Wheelchair Risk Assessment Mounting 
Procedure, a UK resource). The workshop consisted of both theory and 
practical components. Group exercises included identifying the functional 
considerations and potential risk factors involved in mounting, searching the 
DAESSY site for various parts and specific considerations, as 
well as the assembly of simple mounts to attach to manual or 
powered wheelchairs. 
  
All participants reported that the workshop was useful in 
informing their practice and indicated interest in coming along 
to a follow-up Level 2 workshop in 2010 where other mounts 
could be explored and constructed.  
 
ComTEC has the DAESSY basic mounting assessment kit 
and several individual mounts available for hire from our 
Electronic Equipment Library. Contact Rhonda on Ph. (03) 9345 6146 on a 
Tuesday or Thursday to arrange the loan. 
 
Useful mounting links:  
http://www.daessy.com/dms/indexm.html 
http://www.blueskydesigns.us/mountnmover.htm 
http://www.rehadapt.de/en/index.php 
http://www.cacfrenchay.nhs.uk/cac_Risk.htm (to download the WRAMP) 
 
ComTEC is also in the process of developing a mounting DVD resource: stay 
tuned for more information! 
 

 
For further information about ComTEC’s services and referring clients, visit 

www.yooralla.com.au/comtec.php 
 

 
Please free to tell other people about the ComTEC Email Network.  
 
To subscribe: to send an email with “subscribe” and your name in the subject line to 
comtec.emailnetwork@yooralla.com.au 
 
To unsubscribe: send an email with “unsubscribe” and your name in the subject line to 
comtec.emailnetwork@yooralla.com.au 


